CHAPTER  XIII

THE   AUTHORITIES   AND  THE  MOVEMENT

WHILE the movement was making itself felt as a moral
force, without a parallel in Oxford for more than two
centuries, and was impressing deeply and permanently
some of the most promising men in the rising genera-
tion in the University, what was the attitude of the
University authorities ? What was the attitude of the
Bishops ?

At Oxford it was that of contemptuous indifference,
passing into helpless and passionate hostility. There
is no sadder passage to be found in the history of
Oxford than the behaviour and policy of the heads of
this great Christian University towards the religious
movement which was stirring the interest, the hopes,
the fears of Oxford. The movement was, for its first
years at least, a loyal and earnest effort to serve the
cause of the Church. Its objects were clear and
reasonable; it aimed at creating a sincere and intelli-
gent zeal for the Church, and at making the Church
itself worthy of the great position which her friends